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The Sahara, which is almost as large as the continent oJ
Europe, runs all the way from the Atlantic to the Nile Valley
In the north, except for the Atlas triangle of Morocco, Algiers
and Tunis, the Sahara is bordered by the Mediterranean and in th
south by the Sudan. The Sahara is a plateau, but not a very hig:
one, for most of it lies at an altitude of only 1200 feet. Here an
there are the remnants of old mountain ridges, worn away by win
and sand. There are a fak number of oases where the subterranca
water allows a few thrifty Arabs to lead a not over-opulent cxi
tencc. The density of population is 0.04 per square mile, whic
means that the Sahara is practically uninhabited. The best know
among the wandering desert tribes are the Tuarcgs, cx^cllei
fighters. The other Saharians are a mixture of Semite (or Arafc
and Hamite (or Egyptian) and Sudanese Negro.
The French Foreign Legion looks after the safety of travellci
and docs this exceedingly well. These French Legionnaires (wh
by the way, are never allowed on French soil) may be a bit rouj
at times, but they have a tough problem on their hands. To poll
a region as large as Europe with a mere handful of men is no j<
for saints. Therefore, if we can believe common rumour, very ft
saints have been encouraged to enlist. The old caravan roads a
beginning to lose their importance. The tractor-wheeled mot
lorry has taken the place of the smelly camel. It is much less cos
and infinitely more dependable for very long distances. The ds
when tens of thousands of camels would forgather in Timbui
to bring salt to the people of the western Sahara are gone for eve
Until 1911 that part of the Sahara which borders on I
Mediterranean was ruled by a Pasha of its own who rccognia
the Sultan of Turkey as his overlord. In that year the Italia
knowing that the French were going to take Morocco as soon
they could do so without provoking a war with Gcrma:
suddenly remembered that Libya (the Latin name for Tripe
had once upon a time been a very prosperous Roman colony. TI
crossed the Mediterranean and took 400,000 square miles
African territory and hoisted the Italian flag over it and asked
world politely what it was going to do about it As nobody i
particularly interested in Tripoli (sand without iron or oil)